
Effect of bottom electrode on dielectric property of sputtered-„Ba,Sr…TiO3
films

Shinichi Ito,1 Tomoaki Yamada,1 Kenji Takahashi,1 Shoji Okamoto,1 Takafumi Kamo,1

Hiroshi Funakubo,1,a� Ivoyl Koutsaroff,2,b� Marina Zelner,2 and Andrew Cervin-Lawry2

1Department of Innovative and Engineered Materials, Tokyo Institute of Technology, 4259 Nagatsuta-cho,
Midori-ku, Yokohama 226-8502, Japan
2Technology R&D, Gennum Corporation, 970 Fraser Drive, Burlington, Ontario L7L 5P5, Canada

�Received 15 July 2008; accepted 8 December 2008; published online 16 March 2009�

�Ba0.5Sr0.5�TiO3 �BST� films were deposited on �111�Pt /TiO2 /SiO2 /Al2O3 substrates by rf
sputtering. By inserting a thin layer of SrRuO3 in between BST film and �111�Pt electrode, the BST
films grew fully �111�-oriented without any other orientations. In addition, it enables us to reduce the
growth temperature of BST films while keeping the dielectric constant and tunability as high as
those of BST films directly deposited on Pt at higher temperatures. The dielectric loss of the films
on SrRuO3-top substrates was comparable to that on Pt-top substrates for the same level of dielectric
constant. The results suggest that the SrRuO3 thin layer on �111�Pt electrode is an effective approach
to growing highly crystalline BST films with �111� orientation at lower deposition temperatures.
© 2009 American Institute of Physics. �DOI: 10.1063/1.3058998�

I. INTRODUCTION

�BaxSr1−x�TiO3 �BST� films have been widely investi-
gated not only for high density capacitor applications but
also for tunable capacitor applications due to their high di-
electric constant and large dielectric tunability, i.e., the
change in the dielectric constant with the applied electric
field. Research on BST films has been performed predomi-
nantly using polycrystalline films or the preferentially orien-
tated films, as well as epitaxially grown films, particularly
with �100� orientation. It is well known that the structural
characteristics such as the grain size and the strain in BST
films can affect their dielectric and tunable properties as has
been theoretically and experimentally demonstrated.1–5 On
the other hand, since the required properties for BST films in
the above said applications are not driven by the spontaneous
polarization in the ferroelectric phase, the impact of crystal
orientation on film properties has been less clarified com-
pared to other ferroelectric thin films.

We have recently demonstrated that it is possible to grow
purely �111�- and �100�-oriented BST films on Pt�111� elec-
trodes with SrRuO3 and SrRuO3 /LaNiO3 thin intermediate
layers, respectively.6 By comparing the dielectric properties,
we found out that �111�-oriented BST �x=0.5� films showed
the larger dielectric constant at 0 kV/cm and the larger tun-
ability than the �100�-oriented films. Moon et al.7 also re-
ported that the dielectric properties of BST films vary with
the different orientations. These results indicate that the con-
trol of the orientation of BST films would be an effective
way to control their properties. In particular, the orientation
control on standard metal electrodes such as Pt is clearly in
demand, mainly for high frequency devices.

In this paper, we give a detailed report on how the pres-
ence of SrRuO3 thin layers on �111�Pt electrodes affects the

orientation, crystallinity, and dielectric properties of the over-
laying BST films deposited at different temperatures. By us-
ing a thin layer of SrRuO3, the BST film grew fully �111�-
oriented on Pt electrodes. In addition, it enabled us to use
lower growth temperatures while keeping the dielectric con-
stant and tunability of BST films high. The obtained results
are compared to those of the BST films grown directly on
�111�Pt electrodes.

II. EXPERIMENTAL

BST �x=0.5� films with the thickness of 200 nm were
deposited on �111�Pt /TiO2 /SiO2 /Al2O3 �Pt-top� and
�111�cSrRuO3 / �111�Pt /TiO2 /SiO2 /Al2O3 �SrRuO3-top�
substrates by rf sputtering.6,8 The total gas pressure was 10
Pa with an Ar /O2 gas ratio of 9/1. A pseudocubic Miller
index designated as �hkl�c was used for SrRuO3.9

The crystal structure of the films was characterized by
x-ray diffraction �XRD�. The composition of the films was
ascertained by x-ray fluorescence �XRF� spectrometer cali-
brated using standard samples. Surface morphology of the
deposited films was observed by scanning probe microscopy
�SPM�.

Dielectric properties were measured by making
Pt /BST /SrRuO3 or Pt/BST/Pt parallel plate capacitor struc-
tures and by annealing them at 500 °C in atmospheric pres-
sure with O2 flow for the duration of 30 min. Top Pt elec-
trodes of 100 �m in diameter were prepared by e-beam
evaporation method. Capacitance-voltage �C-V� characteris-
tics with an oscillation level at 20 mV were measured at 100
kHz using HP 4194A.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

A. Crystal structure and surface morphology

Figures 1 and 2 show the XRD �-2� patterns of the films
deposited both on Pt-top and SrRuO3-top substrates and the
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x-ray pole figures of those films measured at the fixed 2�
angle corresponding to BST 220. For the films on �111�Pt-
top substrates, a low crystalline phase was obtained at
500–600 °C as well as mixed orientation of �111� and �100�
was obtained at 700 and 800 °C. On the other hand, �111�-
oriented BST films without any other orientations were
found to be achievable at above 500 °C on
�111�cSrRuO3-top substrates.

Figure 3 plots the volume fraction of �111� orientation in
the �100� and �111� orientations obtained by the �-2� scan
maps.10 As seen from Fig. 3, the BST films deposited on
SrRuO3-top substrates have complete �111�-orientation re-
gardless of the deposition temperature in the examined
range. On the other hand, the volume fraction of �111� ori-
entation in the films on Pt-top substrates decreased with in-
creasing deposition temperature. The present data clearly
show that SrRuO3-top substrate is useful for the growth of
the BST films with �111�-orientation even though the lattice
mismatch between BST and SrRuO3 �a=3.93 Å� is almost
the same as the one between BST and Pt �a=3.92 Å�. This
indicates that the similarity in crystal structure between BST
and SrRuO3, namely, the shared by both of them perovskite
structure unlike the face centered structure of Pt, is a key
factor in obtaining fully �111�-oriented BST films.

Figure 4 shows the full width at half maximum �FWHM�
and the integrated intensity of the rocking curve for the
BST110 of �111�-oriented BST films on SrRuO3-top sub-
strates. The FWHM was decreased by increasing the deposi-
tion temperature from 500 °C. It is interesting to notice that
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FIG. 1. �Color online� XRD �-2� patterns of BST films prepared at various
deposition temperatures on �a� �111�Pt /TiO2 /SiO2 /Al2O3 substrates and �b�
�111�SrRuO3 / �111�Pt /TiO2 /SiO2 /Al2O3 substrates.
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FIG. 2. �Color online� X-ray pole figures of BST films prepared at various
deposition temperatures on �a� �111�Pt /TiO2 /SiO2 /Al2O3 substrates and �b�
�111�SrRuO3 / �111�Pt /TiO2 /SiO2 /Al2O3 measured at the fixed 2� angle
corresponding to BST 220.
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FIG. 3. �Color online� Volume fraction of �111� orientation in �111� and
�100� orientations of BST films estimated from XRD �-2� scans as a func-
tion of deposition temperature.
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FIG. 4. �Color online� FWHM and integrated intensity of the rocking curves
of BST110 obtained from �111�-oriented films on SrRuO3-top substrates as a
function of deposition temperature.
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the integrated intensity jumped up at the deposition tempera-
ture from 500 to 600 °C; however, it did not further increase
above 600 °C. The results indicate that the high crystallinity
of BST films can be achieved on SrRuO3-top substrates re-
gardless of the deposition temperature unless it is less than
600 °C. On the other hand, 700 °C or more is required for
highly crystalline BST films on Pt-top substrates as shown in
Figs. 1�a� and 2�a�. The higher crystallinity of BST films on
SrRuO3-top substrates compared to that of films on Pt-top
substrates may be also attributed to the same perovskite
structure between BST and SrRuO3,11,12 namely, the epitaxial
growth with the same crystal structure promotes not only the
film orientation but also the crystallization process even at
low temperatures during the growth.

Figure 5 shows the SPM images of the deposited films.
The average grain size of the BST films on SrRuO3-top sub-
strates was larger than that on Pt-top substrates. No obvious
change in grain size with the alternation of deposition tem-
perature was detected.

B. Electrical properties

Figure 6 shows the deposition temperature dependence
of the dielectric constant �r and the dielectric loss �tan ��
measured at 100 kHz and at 0 kV/cm. Both �r and tan �
increased with the increase in the deposition temperature re-
gardless of the kinds of substrates. Nevertheless, the BST

films on SrRuO3-top substrate always showed higher �r and
tan � compared to the films on Pt-top substrates at the same
deposition temperatures.

The higher �r for the films on SrRuO3-top substrate
compared to �r for films on Pt-top substrate can be basically
due to higher crystallinity and larger grain size of BST films
achieved by adding SrRuO3 thin layers as discussed above.
However, the increase in �r for the films on SrRuO3-top sub-
strate with the increase in deposition temperature above
600 °C is not clearly understood since the crystallinity and
grain size of the films grown at these temperatures are quite
similar as shown in Figs. 4 and 5. Although the reduction in
the FWHM of the rocking curves with the increase in the
deposition temperature may influence the dielectric response
of the material, there might be additional influencing factors
such as the strain in the films. The BST films deposited at
higher temperatures are more stretched in the in-plane due to
the mismatch of thermal expansion coefficients between
films ��10�10−6 / °C� and substrates ��8�10−6 / °C�. In-
deed, the larger �r �along out-of-plane direction� with the
larger in-plane tensile strain in �111�BST films has been
theoretically predicted.13 Further investigation of the impact
of the thermal strain on the dielectric properties in �111�BST
films is required to fully clarify the observed phenomenon.

As for tan � of the films, a higher �r led to a higher
tan �, which is typical for many ferroelectric materials. The
monotonous relationship between �r and tan � can be clearly
found in Fig. 7. In addition, the observed data seem to be
rather independent of the substrates used. This fact implies
that the inserted SrRuO3 layer did not have a noticeable in-
fluence on the dielectric loss behavior of the BST films at the
conditions examined in this study; however other influences
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FIG. 5. �Color online� SPM images �1�1 �m2 area� of BST films prepared
on Pt-top and SrRuO3-top substrates at different deposition temperatures.
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FIG. 6. �Color online� �a� Relative dielectric constant �r and �b� dielectric
loss �tan �� of BST films prepared on Pt-top and SrRuO3-top substrates as a
function of deposition temperature.

061606-3 Ito et al. J. Appl. Phys. 105, 061606 �2009�

Downloaded 26 Mar 2009 to 142.150.190.39. Redistribution subject to AIP license or copyright; see http://jap.aip.org/jap/copyright.jsp



such as the difference in interfacial structure and the inter-
diffusion on those dielectric properties cannot be fully ex-
cluded.

Figure 8 shows the field dependence of �r of the depos-
ited BST films. As described above, �r at 0 kV/cm increased
with the increase in the deposition temperature. On the other
hand, �r under high applied electric fields tends to become
saturated to almost the same value irrespective of the depo-
sition temperature except for films with very low crystallin-
ity deposited at 500 °C on Pt-top substrate. This is because
�r of a ferroelectric under sufficiently high dc field would
become constant as described by ��E���−1/3E−2/3 / �3�0�,
where � is the coefficient of the dielectric nonlinearity and
�0 is the permittivity of vacuum.14 Therefore, a higher �r at 0
kV/cm would result in a higher tunability of the films.

Figure 9 shows the relative tunability at 400 kV/cm as a
function of the deposition temperature. Tunability monoto-
nously increased with the increase in the deposition tempera-
ture, namely, the increase in �r �at 0 kV/cm� of the films as
expected. At the same deposition temperature, the tunability
of BST films on SrRuO3-top substrate was higher than that
on Pt-top substrates in the same manner as �r.

IV. CONCLUSIONS

Present results suggest that the SrRuO3 thin layer on
�111�Pt electrode is an effective approach to growing highly
crystalline BST films with �111� orientation at low deposition
temperatures. In particular, higher dielectric constant and
tunability were obtained at lower deposition temperature
than those for the BST films directly grown on Pt-top sub-
strates. The dielectric loss of the BST films on SrRuO3-top
substrates was comparable to that on Pt-top substrates for the
same level of dielectric constant, although further investiga-
tions at higher frequencies will be needed for certain appli-
cations. The approach applied lets us achieve high quality
ferroelectric films on highly conductive commonly used
metal electrodes.

1L. J. Sinnamon, M. M. Saad, R. M. Bowman, and J. M. Gregg, Appl.
Phys. Lett. 81, 703 �2002�.

2N. A. Pertsev, A. K. Tagantsev, and N. Setter, Phys. Rev. B 61, R825
�2000�.

3C. L. Canedy, H. Li, S. P. Alpay, L. Salamanca-Riba, A. L. Roytburd, and
R. Ramesh, Appl. Phys. Lett. 77, 1695 �2000�.

4T. Yamada, K. F. Astafiev, V. O. Sherman, A. K. Tagantsev, P. Muralt, and
N. Setter, Appl. Phys. Lett. 86, 142904 �2005�.

5S. Ito, H. Funakubo, I. P. Koutsaroff, M. Zelner, and A. Cervin-Lawry,
Appl. Phys. Lett. 90, 142910 �2007�.

6S. Ito, K. Takahashi, S. Okamoto, I. P. Koutsaroff, A. Cervin-Lawry, and
H. Funakubo, Jpn. J. Appl. Phys., Part 1 44, 6881 �2005�.

7S. E. Moon, E.-K. Kim, M.-H. Kwak, H.-C. Ryu, Y.-T. Kim, K.-Y. Kang,
S.-J. Lee, and W.-J. Kim, Appl. Phys. Lett. 83, 2166 �2003�.

8I. P. Koutsaroff, T. Bernacki, M. Zelner, A. Cervin-Lawry, T. Jimbo, and
K. Suu, Jpn. J. Appl. Phys., Part 1 43, 6740 �2004�.

9K. Takahashi, T. Oikawa, K. Saito, S. Kaneko, H. Fujisawa, M. Shimizu,
and H. Funakubo, Jpn. J. Appl. Phys., Part 1 41, 5376 �2002�.

10K. Saito, T. Oikawa, T. Kurosawa, T. Akai, and H. Funakubo, Jpn. J. Appl.
Phys., Part 1 41, 6730 �2002�.

11M. Izuha, K. Abe, M. Koike, S. Takeno, and N. Fukushima, Appl. Phys.
Lett. 70, 1405 �1997�.

12T. Yamada, V. O. Sherman, A. Nöth, P. Muralt, A. K. Tagantsev, and N.
Setter, Appl. Phys. Lett. 89, 032905 �2006�.

13S. P. Keane, S. Schmidt, J. Lu, A. E. Romanov, and S. Stemmer, J. Appl.
Phys. 99, 033521 �2006�.

14A. K. Tagantsev, V. O. Sherman, K. F. Astafiev, J. Venkatesh, and N.
Setter, J. Electroceram. 11, 5 �2003�.

Dielectric loss (tan �)

D
ie
le
c
tr
ic
c
o
n
s
ta
n
t,
�
r

0kV/cm

SrRuO
3
-top

substrate

Pt –top

substrate

0.050.040.030.020.010 0.06

FIG. 7. �Color online� Relationship between the relative dielectric constant
�r and the dielectric loss �tan �� of BST films prepared on Pt-top and
SrRuO3-top substrates at different deposition temperatures.

(a) Pt-top substrate (b) SrRuO
3
-top substrate

500ºC
600ºC

700ºC

800ºC

500ºC

600ºC

700ºC

800ºC

Electric field (kV/cm)Electric field (kV/cm)

8004000-400-800 8004000-400-800
0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

D
ie
le
c
tr
ic
c
o
n
s
ta
n
t,
�
r

FIG. 8. �Color online� Field dependence of the relative dielectric constant �r
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FIG. 9. �Color online� Relative tunability under the external electric field of
400 kV/cm of BST films on Pt-top and SrRuO3-top substrates as a function
of the deposition temperature.
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